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JULY FIELD MEETING A BIG SUCCESS FOR ALL

There were about 19 of us who converged on the farm of Bill and Nancy Black
on Clinton Rd., 6 miles SW of Paducah in McCracken Co., Kentucky, on Friday, July
23. Members present; most with family along, Included Rich Fellows, Loran Gibson,
Richard Henderson, Mike McInnie, Brett Barrett, Chatrlie Covell, Dave Dove,

Al Brownell, and Paul Pfenninger. Most of us set up tents or campers in the
"back 40" and Wancy treated us to a fine cookout. That night we collected moths
around Bill's dual blacklight set-up on his garage, or put out our own lights

in the fleld (some of us spent a little time near a quarry site near Wice Church).
Since it was a night combining the dark-cf-the-moon with heat and humidity, the
bag was rewarding.

On Saeturday the mighty hunters set out for a full day in three promising
collecting sites. Boteniet Raymond Athey acted as our guide as we fought the heat
of the hottest day of the summer (1029 recorded in Paducah) to find interesting
butterflies. Our first visit was to the Kentucky Wildlife Management Area in
McCracken County near the Ohio River, where we recorded the follewing species:

P. glavcus, V. virginiensis, C. eurytheme, E. comyntas, L. phlaeas americana, A.
nutitor, T. bathyllus, another Thorybes ap. (confusis or pylades), P. corss, and
B. clarus. Nothlug was in abundance. :

Our second stop was at the water-flooded Ballard Wildlife Refuge, Ballard Co.
This area along the Ohic 1f famous for duck and goose hunting in season. Although
nothing really exciting was recorded during our vigit, I suspect that some interss-
ting skipper records can be recorded there in proper season {May and Aug.-Sept.).
We saw andf/or caught the followlng: D. plexippus, P. troillus, L. archippus, P.
tharos, G. marcellus, P. interrogationis, P. comma. A. celtis, V. atalsnta, P. coenls,
P. cresphontes, C. eurytheme, P. semnas eubule (several saen), P. catullus,
A. numitor, E. cymela, P. rapae, and L. bachmanidi.

We lunched on fresh catfish and hushpuppies at the ¥in and Feather Restaurant
in Oscar, Ky., and then headed for Murphy's Pond in Hickmap Co. This spot is
renowned among Kentucky naturalists as the best cypress swamp in the Commonwealth,
and the northern limit of the Cottonmouth Moccasin. After a walk along Rt. 307
where §. melinus, V. atalanta, and Erynnls sp. were seen, we negotiated a plowed
field in our cars and parked in the woods near the pond. 1In the woods we found
& few fresh Lethe anthedon, Ruptychis cymela, and Bu. hermes seoaybiua. P. glaucus,
£. troilus, and V. atalants were also seen here. Then we trudged into the
Pond area, where the sight of swampy waters and tall grageses combined to mean

but one thing butterfly-wise: a good spot for Lethe appalachia (formerly L. gggzﬂigg

8ppalachia). Sure enmough, we found some flying around amld Lhe cypress knees,

and those of us who were there took about 14 specimens. It was a "first" for




some of us {(Ffirst in ¥y. for Covell, who first encountered it in Montgomery Co.,
Virginia)., So the dey was a Buccess after all., 2. thares was the only other
butterfly specles seen around the edge of the Pond.

All of ‘us emcept Black and Henderson returned to the Black Farm for cleanup,
cool-off, and some evening moth collecting elther at Bill's lighta, or at a hill-
top spot 2 miles farther BW of Paducah overlooking Mayfield Bottows. The catch
was again quite good, C. regalis and E. ilmperialie were "in seasgon,” and some
Catocala, A. fo, and 2 few common sphingids were taken.

During the time the "boys" were out collecting, Nancy and the families were
enjoying some of the sights of Paducah, and the summer festival there. Bunday
morning saw a slow exodus howmeward, with a backward glance at the neat sign
with our Soclety emblam on 1t that Bill's brother, Cliff, had painted and put
across the rosd from Bill's house., It was ‘@ mighty fine weekend, especlally
bﬁcauge of the super hospitality of Nency and Bill Black - and WLlL (whe shared his
toysl),
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PLANS FOR SEPTEMBER FIELD WREKEND

Richard Henderson is making plans for you to attend a collecting weekend at
Otter Creek Park in Meade Co., Ky., sbout 45 minutes from Louisville. The insect
we will be after on this trip 1s LEONARD'S SKIPPER, Hesperis leonardus Harris.
This skipper is single-brooded, feeds on grasses, and flies from late August dnte
mid~September. It likes to perch on high flowers like Iron-weed and Joe Pye-waed.
Qur recorde are for Meade and Larue counties oniy, from 30 Aug. to Bept. 15,

The butterfly 1s certainly widely distributed in our state, and 5hculﬁ turn up
whazever there are grassy Flelds with plenty of wildflowers.

Those who wish to camp at Otter Creek Park may do so for a nomlnal charge.
Bome of ue from Loulsvillie wlll jugt go down for the day on Saturday, Sept. 11,
and meet at the wvieltor center complex (museum) at 10:00 A.M. sharp. Others way
wish to come Friday and camp overnight. ‘Richard Henderson knows the avea wel),
8o contact him for further informetion (2609 Welford Way, “muisville, ¥Y. 402232,
phone AC 502, 426-8799).

TO O GET TO OTTER CREEK PAREK: Take Rt. 31-W (Dizle Mighway) south from Louls-
ville or North from Elisabethtown. Co west on Rt. 1638 at MULDRAUGH, KY. toward
Brandenburg, and watch for the Park on your right 4 miles from the 31-W turnoff,’
The wisitor center complex is on the right a little beyond the park hesdquarters
and director's home. Park address im RFD 1, Vine CGrove, Ry., 40175, Phone 1s
AL 502, 942-3641. HOPE YOU ALL CAN MAKE IT. ‘

NEWS AND HOTES

OUR ANNUAL MEETING will be at the University of Loulsville on %atmrﬁﬁﬂg Noveubar 20.
Detalls in the neﬁt "Kentucky Lepldopterist;” but we hope to have supper af frerward,
feede e doded R frdoeo
Congratulations to Loran Gibson for that fine ceteh of ﬁgaxﬁ lsats on Blg Blosk Mow-
taiy on July 11. Looks like Amps Showslier and loran have @ sy&t@m for %ﬁilﬁmg Y am,
I understand the visit theve by Gibaon, Cempbell, and Hendersen on woakend of Aug¢ &
was mostly a bust. Win some, lose sope! :
&R id b ahhhhh _
NEW MEMBERS: Dr. Richard ("Rich") Fellowe, 1812 LaFontenay Ct., Loulsville, K.
40223, Rich has just arrived here from Kansas City, MO, :
Jason Welintraub, 6990 Bolidey Dr., Bnrminghamg MICHTGAN 48010,
Welcome eboard, vou two!

NEW ADDHESS: Dr. James R. Merritt will be at the following address until July,




1977: Westlake Apartments, 1 Bhoal Court #104, Sacremento, CALIF. 95831.

dedekkhdhhihd

Our society goes International. Jack Lesshafft completed his M.8. degree

from the Universlty of Louisville, and has taken & job helping control

insect pests of date pslm groves belonging to the World Council of Churches

in Niger, West Afrdica., His address: B.P. 107, Agadez, Niger, West Africa.

We will miss Jack, whose thesis study was "An Investigation of Soll Arthropod
Populations with Speclal Reference to Collembola in Bernheim Forest, Rentucky."
Jack's tour of duty 4u Africa ls to be for a pericd of 2 years,

fehifehhdd ik

RECENT VISITORS to the Covells and the University of Loulsville collection
were Dave Winter of Dedham, MABS., who stopped by for a day of. collecting
after the Lepidopteriste’ Soclety meetdng. On June 30 he and Covell went to
the University of Loulgville farm (Horner Wildlife Sanctuary) in Oldham Co.,
and recorded 31 butterfly species for the Xerces Soclety July 4th Butterfly
Count. The best catches included 1 Calephelis borealis, plus some Satyrium
edwardsii and Harkenclenus titus mopsus. Dave was able to notch his net for
2 swallowtails he'd not before taken: G. marcellus and B. philenor.

Incidentally, 1f any of you have July 4th captures to report, wrlte about
it to Mary Hathaway, P.O. Box 123, Durham, NEW HAMPSHIKE 03824. Give data on
weather, exact locality, numbers of esach apecies seen, and include $1 for the
gervice. Collectlon from any date within a week of July 4 1s acceptable.

Another recent visltor was Glenn A. Gorelick, specialist on halrstreaks of
the genus Callophrys, and teacher at Cltrus Community College, Asuza, CALIF,
Glenn and a friend spent the night of July 26 with the Covells on his way to

Washington, D.C. via N.C.
Jeoe ol de e e e ke

The eampus bookstore now stocks some equipment for insect collecting, including
pine (slzes 1, 2 and 3), nets, gpreading boards, forceps, and (scon) redwood
ingect boxea. The store 18 in the basement of the University Center bullding on
the Belknap Campus of the University of Louisville. Bio-Quip alsv has a new
catalog out now (wome of you got one from me at Paducah), which you can get from
them, or, to a limlt, from me.

dehdehddekhin

Mr, Carl Cornett will be in the field from Aug. 13 to 22, vieiting the following
State Parks in Kentuchy: Rough River (8/13 ~ 15), Lake Barkley (8/16-17),
Mayfield (B/19-20), and Pennyrile (8/21-22). The Covells will be gone Aug. 13
to 24, flrst to Hendersonville, N.C., then to Washington, D.C. Charlie will be
giving a talk at the International Congress of Entomclogy on the status of
Papilic aristodemus ponceanus in the Florida Keys, part of a symposium on
endangered and threatened butterfly species.

)
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NEWS NEEDED from our members. Tell the BEditor of your collecting trips,
captures, observatlons, and other things interesting to the field collector.

This 1s YOUR NEWSLETTER. Please help make 1t useful and enjoyasble!l THANKE.




KENTUCKY LEPIDOPTERLST - Newsletter of the Scclety of Kentucky Lepldopterists,
Charles V. Covell Jr., Editor

Department of Biology

University of Loulsville

Loulsville, Kentucky 40208

MEMBERSHIP IN THE SOCIETY is open to anyone intervested im any aspect of the
study of moths and butterflies. Yesrly dues are pavable as of July 1,
for the following classes of mewbership:
REGULAR MEMBER -« $3.00 per year
ABSOCIATE MEMBER ~ £1.50 per vear
SUSTAINING MEMBER -~ 85.00 per vear or more
Make checks payable to "SOCIETY OF KENTYCKY LEPIDOPTERISTS," and mall to

Alan Brownell, Sscretary-Treasutrer, Dept. af Blology, Univ. of Louisville,
Loulsville, KY. 40268, U.5.A.
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