
The over hanging rock formation in the photograph
was one of several that we encountered as we

traveled through the Redbird WMA. Don Tangren,
Charles Wright and Gerald Burnett stand in front.
No one parked a vehicle under this rock formation

nor would they stand under it.

SPRING FIELD TRIP REPORT TO REDBIRD WMA
BY

LORAN GIBSON

We enjoyed good weather during our field trip last weekend to Redbird WMA in Leslie and Clay Counties in eastern
Kentucky. Those present in addition to me were Bill Black, Gerald Burnett, Leroy, Don Tangren, and Charles
Wright. Weather was cool on Friday evening, so we saw few moths around Leroy’s large sheet apparatus that he
set up for the group to collect around. The light traps had collected a few moths when we recovered them on
Saturday morning. The best of these were probably Feralia comstocki, Acronicta betulae and Orthofidonia
flavivenata. 

Saturday’s weather was warm and sunny and ideal for our
activities. We encountered the following butterflies: Epargyreus
clarus, Erynnis icelus, E. brizo, E. juvenalis, Battus philenor,
Eurytides marcellus, Papilio glaucus, P. troilus, Colias philodice,
C. eurytheme, Anthocharis midea, Pieris virginiensis, Strymon
melinus, Cupido comyntas, Celastrina ladon, C. neglectamajor,
Glaucopsyche lygdamus, Vanessa virginiensis, V. atalanta,
Nymphalis antiopa, Polygonia comma, Phyciodes tharos, and
Cyllopsis gemma. A couple of these did not show up until
Sunday morning, but this is the complete list for the three days.

Redbird WMA is an impressive place! The habitat is typical of
the eastern Cumberland Plateau with high hills and deep valleys
with nice clean streams. The lower forest is probably the mixed-
mesophytic type with a variety of trees and an amazingly diverse
number of plant species. The higher elevations are mostly
Hemlock-Mountain Laurel-Rhododendron communities among
mixed Oaks. We drove through most of the area on Saturday
looking for butterflies. Little was out in the higher elevations.
Although the host plants for Callophrys augustinus, C. henrici,
and Celastrina nigra were observed, those butterflies were not
found. I suspect those early spring species were already gone for
the season. 

On Saturday evening we had no sheet to collect around because
Leroy departed in the afternoon, and no one else brought a sheet
light rig. Instead, after the light traps were deployed, we stood
around and admired the beautiful night sky with binoculars! The
stars were amazing in such a dark place!
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Charles Wright, Gerald Burnett & Loran Gibson watching birds in the
Redbird WMA
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After collecting the traps on Sunday morning we found the Saturday
night catch to be much more substantial than on Friday! Another good
catch in one of my traps was Nemoria rubrifrontaria. I think this could
have been my first time collecting this species! We had more F.
comstocki and O. flavivenata. In fact, I had that rare geo. in every trap
that I set out! It seems to be fairly common there. Those who had
driven long distances departed fairly early on Sunday leaving only
Charles and I. I spent some time searching for Olethreutes larvae with
fairly good luck and Charles searched for tiger beetles, also with good
results. 

The trip was a very enjoyable one and the location was excellent. We
will probably return to the Redbird area at another time of year in the
future.

***************************************

IDENTIFYING BIRDS
BY

LEROY KOEHN

The Saturday morning of the Spring field meeting was sunny and
bright, but the temperature was in the low 50's. As we waited for the
temperature to rise, Gerald Burnett and Loran Gibson began looking for
birds. They identified a number of birds with names I was not familiar
with . Charles Wright was checking them out in a book. 

As the temperature warmed I began to look for butterflies. Walking up
the road I came upon what I assumed was a mud puddle club. After a
closer examination, I could see it was not a mud puddle club, but the
carcass of a large bird that was evidently killed on the road and crushed
by the traffic. 
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Bird carcass with Papilio glaucus & 
Erynnis juvenalis

MEETING ATTENDEES
Bill Black, Don Tangern, Loran Gibson,

Charles Wright, Leroy Koehn & Gerald Burnett.
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I observed number of  Papilio glaucus, Erynnis
juvenalis and a small Thyrididae moth, Thyris
sepulchralis on the carcass. I could not determine what
type of bird. I called for the bird watchers.

Using a stick, Charles Wright probed the carcass and
after some discussion, it was determined to be an Owl.
There were also some beetles on the carcass. I have
found Lepidoptera feeding on many things other that
flowers, but a dead bird, this was a first for your Editor.

I visited the carcass several times during the day and
found Battus philenor, Erynnis baptisiae, E. brizo,
Cupido comytas, Celastrina ladon and a small spring
Noctuid moth, Psychomorpha epimenis.

THOUGHTS ON PHOTOGRAPHIC
DOCUMENTATION OF

LEPIDOPTERA RECORDS 
BY

LES FERGE

The amazing advances in digital photography witnessed
in recent years are providing a wealth of images, many
of which have great aesthetic appeal, but also can have
scientific value in documenting butterfly and moth
records.

Although collected specimens are necessary to make
positive identifications of many species, a good
photograph in many cases can provide sufficient
verifiable evidence of a species’ occurrence. Websites
such as BugGuide and Moth Photographer’s Group
have become great resources for species identification
and distributional data.

In order to maximize the scientific value of photos, the
associated data needs to be recorded in the same manner
as customary for labels of collected specimens. The
minimal information would include state, county,
locality, date and name of observer. Although data is
often available with web images, there is a danger that
the information could be separated from the image and
lost. To avoid this from   happening, it would be most
desirable to insert the data text directly into the image.
This can be rather easily accomplished using photo
editing software. PhotoPad Image Editor is an
easy-to-use program that can be downloaded for free
f rom h t tp : / /download .cne t .com/PhotoPad-
Image-Editor/3000-2192_4-10806811.html. Species
names should generally not be inserted in the image, as
they are sometimes changed or revised. The exception
to this would be in the case of a determination made by
an authority or specialist on the group in question.
Species names, along with checklist or catalog numbers,
can be used to name and organize image files.

Another concern is the long-term maintenance and
preservation of images and associated information.
Unlike museum collections of specimens, which have
historically had the greatest permanence, there is no
similar organized system to keep photos. It is easy to
take the availability of web sites for granted, but if their
owners quit maintaining and paying for them, the
information is gone. (Cont. on Pg.#4)



Celastrina ladon (Spring Azure) & Celastrina
neglectamajor (Appalachian Azure) 18 April

2014 Photograph by Rita Adkins

Phyciodes tharos (Pearl Crescent) 9 May 2014
Photograph by Brooke Gilley
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(Cont. from Pg.#3) While the simplest and cheapest way
to store images is on computer hard drives or CD’s,
consider making hard copies (prints) to have tangible
images not requiring a machine to view. The disposition
and preservation of images after their owners pass on also
need to be given thought.  Specimen collections, often
representing the life work of their owner, usually end up
being donated to a museum or university, where they are
preserved for use by future researchers. Similarly, a
collection of photos has future value, and institutional
collections need to make provisions to maintain this
legacy.

**************************************

MEETING & EVENT 
SCHEDULE FOR 2014

Late Summer Field Meeting:

Otter Creek WMA in early September. Target species is
Papaipema leucostigma. A complete announcement will
appear in the next newsletter.

Oak Grove Butterfly Festival: Saturday 27 September
2013 in Oak Grove, Kentucky. The Festival is a one day,
10 hour event. The Society has been invited to return this
year and bring a display of butterflies and moths. Gerald
Burnett, Bill Black and Leroy Koehn will organize the
event for the Society. If you are interested in participating,
mark your calendar for 27 September 2014. There will be
more information in future newsletters.

2013 Annual Meeting: November 14 & 15, 2014: The
meeting will be at the University of Kentucky, Lexington,
KY. Friday and Saturday November 14 & 15. We will
meet in the Insect Museum in the Dimock Animal
Pathology Building. There will be the “Gathering of
Lepiodpterists” on Friday evening. This is the 40th

Anniversary of the Society. Dr. Covell will be attending
and he will present a talk on the history of our Society.
Plan to attend now.

*************************

     
  

BUTTERFLY PEOPLE
BY

WILLIAM LEACH

In an extensive book, Butterfly People: An American
Encounter with the Beauty of the World, William Leach
documents this butterfly phenomenon — from its founders
and followers, to its eventual fall.

During the mid-19th century, an unexpected craze swept
America: butterfly collecting. Eager to move on from the
Civil War and driven by Europe's long-standing
fascination with the insect, the movement captured the
interest of Americans from all ages and walks of life.

Available at Barnes & Noble, Amazon and other fine book
retailers.
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LIST OF MEMBERS

The Society of Kentucky Lepidopterists publishes a List of Members each year. The list is in alphabetical order
and includes all current members as of 31 May 2014. On that date there were 90 members. The use of this list by
members is encouraged. Report changes of addresses and typographical errors to the Treasurer, Les Ferge, 7119
Hubbard Ave. Middleton, WI 53562-3231: Email: lesferge@gmail.com

James K. Adams, 346 Sunset Drive SE, Calhoun, GA 30701-4678: Tel: 706-602-6993
Email: jadams@em.daltonstate.edu

Rita S. Adkins, P. O. Box 7, Frenchburg, KY 40322: Tel: 606-768-3260
Email:  adkins04@mrtc.com

Stephen B. Atkins, 615 Maple E32 Dr. Surfside Beach, SC 29575-3417: 
Email: sbatkins4@yahoo.com

George Balogh, 6275 Liteolier St., Portage MI  49024-2394: 
Email:  bug50x@att.net

John R. Beck Jr.,  P. O. Box 301, Chester, IL 62233-0301: Tel: 618-826-5070
Email:  beckjr@hotmail.com

Jeffrey Belth, 4795 S. Woodbine Drive, Bloomington, IN 47303-9286: Tel: 812-825-8353
Email:  jeffreybelth@aol.com

William R. Black Jr., 201 Friedman Ave., Paducah, KY 42001-4744: Tel: 270-442-9587
Email: black8808@bellsouth.net

Robert J. Borth, 8220 N. Poplar Dr., Fox Point, WI 53217-2638: Tel: 414-352-3405 
Email: bobborth@sbcglobal.net

Gerald D. Burnett, 233 Gray Road, LaCenter, KY 42056-9542: Tel: 270-559-8214 
Email: gdburnett@brtc.net

Robert B. Butler, 14109 Robcaste Rd., Phoenix MD 21131: Tel: 410-771-1511
Email: mnbbutler@aol.com

Thomas W. Carr, 6626 Weckerly Drive, Whitehouse, OH 43571-9695: 
Email: tom_robyn_carr@yahoo.com

Richard L. Cassell, 1278 Parkway Gardens Ct., Louisville, KY 40217-3201: Tel: 502-636-4100
Joe & Colin Coleman, 151 Claiborne Dr., Jackson, TN 38305: Tel: 731-660-3831

Email: jcchows@bellsouth.net
Charles V. Covell Jr., 207 NE 9th Ave., Gainesville, FL 32601-4378: Tel: 352-336-0127 

Email: covell@louisville.edu
Dennis Currutt, 7533 Mulberry Rd., Chesterland, OH, 44026-1303: Tel: 440-708-8839

Email: cur7533@aol.com
Bill Dempwolf, 4403 Cumbria Lane, Austin, TX 78727-5241: Tel: 512-837-8899 

Email: bdempwolf@austin.rr.com
Robert Dirig, P. O. Box 891, Ithaca, NY 14851-0891: 

Email: red2@cornell.edu
W. Blaine Early III, 3330 Mantilla Dr., Lexington, KY 40513-1020: Tel: 859-224-1341

Email: bearly@stites.com
Andy Eller, 203 Al York Road, Benton, KY 42025: Tel: 270-252-0119

Email: andy_eller@fws.gov
Thomas C. Emmel, 1717 NW 45th Ave., Gainsville, FL 32605-1311: Tel: 352-377-6300

 Email: tcemmel@ufl.edu
James (Tony) Evans, 3301 Startan Ct., Louisville, KY 40220

Email: sistrurusman@gmail.com
David K. Faulkner, 5434 Redland Place, San Diego, CA 92115-2217: Tel: 619-583-0180 

Email: dkfaulkner41@cox.net
Leslie A. Ferge, 7119 Hubbard Ave., Middleton, WI 53562-3231: Tel: 608-836-9438 

Email: lesferge@gmail.com
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Irving L. Finkelstein, 425 Springdale Dr. NE, Atlanta, GA 30305-3816: Tel: 404-237-0694
Email: dfritillary@bellsouth.net

Stuart M. Fullerton, 469 S. Central Ave., Oviedo, FL 32765: Tel: 407-365-5279
Email: stuartf@pegasus.cc.ucf.edu

Lawrence F. Gall, 6 North Pasture Rd., Westport, CT 06880: Tel: 203-432-9892
Email: lawrence.gall@yale.edu

Loran & Pat Gibson, 2727 Running Creek Drive, Florence, KY 41042-8984: Tel: 859-384-0083
Email: kymothman@fuse.net

Brooke Gilley, 1309 N. 16th St. Apt# 3, Murray, KY 42701-8828
Email: earthanam@hotmail.com

Mike Gilligan, 16721 County Rd. 109, Arcadia, OH 44804: Tel: 419-894-6554
Email: mtgillig@tds.net

Betty Hall, 224 Leawood dr., Lexington, KY 40502: Tel: 859-278-7537
Email: bettyhall@qx.net

Richard A. Henderson, 2609 Welsford Way, Louisville, KY 40222: Tel: 502-475-8299
Email: mothcollector@insighttbb.com

Tommy Hendricks, 724 Shropshire Ave., Lexington, KY 40508: Tel: 859-489-5110
Email: thomas_hendricks@aol.com

John B. Heppner, FL Coll. of Arthropods, DPI  FDACS, P. O. Box 147100, Gainesville, FL 32614: 
Tel: 352-846-2000: Ext 243: Email: heppnej@doacs.state.fl.us

Yin-Rei Djuh Hicks, 2510 Old State Rd., Henryville, IN 47126: Tel: 812-294-3425
Drew & Maria Hildebrandt, 710 Laney Rd., Clinton, MS 39056-6024: 

Email: mwplon@aol.com
Jeffery D. Hooper, 2278 Cornell June 28, 2014r., Uniontown, OH 44685-9778: Tel: 330-699-0915

Email: jhooper@neo.rr.com 
Dave Horn, 37 Arden Rd., Columbus, OH 43214-3717; Tel: 614-262-0312

Email: davehorn43@columbus.rr.com
John Hyatt, 233 Park Ridge Court, Kingsport, TN 37664: Tel: 423-279-0827

Email: jkshyatt@aol.com
David C. Iftner, 5 Teal Lane, Pittsfield, IL 62363-1971: Tel: 217-285-9595

Email: iftner@frontier.com
Smithsonian Inst. Libraries, NHB 25, MRC 154, P. O. Box 37012, Washington, DC 20013-7012
Steve Johnson, 1068 Reagan St., Sunbury, PA 17801: Tel: 507-286-2178

Email: sjson@ptd.net
Marcia M. Jumblatt, 4606 Maris Lane, Lousiville, KY 40241-5540: Tel: 502-292-3085

Email: marciajumblatt@gmail.com
Dawn & Stephen Kincaid, 2017 Smith Mill Rd., Glendale, KY 42740-9735: Tel: 270-369-9916

Email: kinpoint@windstream.net
Leroy C. Koehn, 3000 Fairway Court, Georgetown, KY  40324: Tel: 502-542-7091

Email: leptraps@aol.com
Ellis L. Laudermilk, KSNPC, 801 Schenkel Ln., Frankfort, KY 40601: Tel: 502-226-0948 

Email: ellis.laudermilk@ky.gov
John (Buck) Lewis, 308 Fieldcrest Rd., Bristol, TN 37620-4509: Tel: 423-573-5849

Email: buggybuck@btes.tv
Rob Liptak, 2906 Tarrytonn Ln., Springfield, OH 45503-2141: Tel: 937-399-9649

Email: rjliptak@gmail.com
John  MacGregor, 102 Rest K Ct., Nicholasville, KY 40356: Tel: 859-885-4363

Email: john.macgregor@ ky.gov
Jeffrey Marcus, Dept. Biol. Sciences, 121 Machray Hall, University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, MB R3T 2N2 CA:
Tel: 270-303-2639: Email: marcus@cc.umanitoba.ca
Tony McBride, 95 Stillwater Rd., Blairstown, NJ 07825: 

Email: tonymcbride@earthelink.net
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Megan McCarty, 18623 Boone Robinson  Rd., Patriot, IN 47038: 
Email: megan_mccarty@hotmail.com

Deborah & Michael McInnis, 3620 Eagle Trace, Floyds Knobs, IN 47119-2035: Tel: 812-923-0653 
Email: mmcinnis@erora.com

John A. (Tony) Merkle, 1501 Stephenson Rd., Walton, KY 41094-9658: Tel: 859-356-8897 
Email: jamphoto@insightbb.com

Eric H. Metzler, P.O.Box 45, Alamogordo, NM 88311-0045: Tel: 505-344-3625
Email: metzlere@msu.net

Yvonne M. Mohlman, P.O. Box 15, Miamiville, OH 45147-0015: Tel: 573-677-0571
Lyvonda Napier, 283 Upper Grassy Branch Rd., Essie, KY 40827: Tel: 606-275-9797
Barry Nichols, 7004 Ethan Allen Way, Louisville, KY 40272-1306; Tel: 502-583-5835

Email: kyfauna@iglou.com
John S. Nordin, 2217 Sky View Lane, Laramie, WY 82070-5363: Tel: 307-742-8668 

Email: jnordin@aristatek.com
John J. Obrycki, S-225 Ag Science North 0091, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546

Tel: 859-257-7450: Email: jjobrycki@yahoo.com
Ricky Patterson, 400 Winona Rd., Vicksburg, MS 39180-8539: Tel: 601-638-6848

Email: rpatte42@aol.com
Harry Pavulaan, P. O. Box 1124, Herndon, VA 20172-1124: Tel: 703-669-1746

Email: harrypav@hotmail.com
Tom Payne, 1950 Dunbar Rd., Woodlawn, TN 37191: Tel: 931-920-2801

Email: tom1987@charter.net
John W. Peacock, 185 Benzler Lust Rd., Marion, OH 43302-8369: Tel: 740-389-4886 

Email: lepnut39@gmail.com
Mark & Dan Plunkett, 6009 Eastridge Lane, Cincinnati, OH 45247: Tel: 513-366-3270 Ext. 2174

Email: nmplunkett@gmail.com
James J. Popelka, 48 Winding Way, Morris Plains, NJ 07950-1822: Tel: 212-575-0723

Email: melmoth@optonline.net
Floyd and June Preston, 832 Sunset Drive, Lawrence, KS 66044-2373: Tel: 785-843-6212
Ronald J. Priest, 5464 Jo Pass, East Lansing, MI 48823-7225: 

Email: priest@msu.edu
Eric L. Quinter, P. O. Box 74, Willimantic, CT 06226: Tel: 860-423-6096

Email: protapamea@yahoo.com
Susan H. Reigler, University of Indiana SE, 4201 Grant Line Rd., New Albany, IN 47150: 

Tel: 812-941-2016; Email: sreigler@uus.edu
Frederick B. Ruggles, 5529 Corkhill Dr., Dayton, OH 45424-4709: Tel: 937-233-6715

Email: fbrug@erinet.com
Brian Scholtens, Biology Department, College of Charleston, Charleston, SC 29424-0011: 
Tel: 843-953-8081; Email: scholtensb@cofc.edu
Kevin Segebarth, 250 Riverside Dr., Paducah, KY 42003-1031: Tel: 270-898-7319

Email: kevesg@comcast.com
Ian & Graig Segebarth, McGuire Ctr., Fl. Museum of nat. History, P.O. Box 112710, Gainesville, FL:

 Tel: 270-898-7319
Michael J. Sharkey, S-225 Ag Science North 0091 , University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546:

Tel: 859-257-9364: Email: msharkey@uky.edu
Deborah Shelton, 3724 Alameda Dr., Paducah, KY 42001: Tel: 270-442-3911

Email: deb.shelton@gmail.com
Suzette Slocomb, 219 W. 68th St., Kansas City, MO 64113-2418: Tel: 816-523-2948 

Email: suzetteslocomb@aol.com
Jeff Slotten, 5421 NW 69th Lane, Gainesville, FL 32653-7016: Tel: 352-338-0721

Email: jslotten@bellsouth.net
Eric Smith, 5456 Hwy 321, Butler, TN 37640

Email: esmith@cccti.edu
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Albert J. Smith Jr., 531 Whippoorwill Dr., Morehead, KY 40351-8869: Tel: 606-776-6747
Email: nephros@aol.com

Eric Smith, 5456 Hwy 321, Butler, TN 37640: 
Email: esmith@cccti.edu

Shelby Stamper, S-225 Ag. Science North, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546: 
Tel: 859-533-1852: Email: sstamp@uky.edu

Donald R. Tangren, 5892 Cane Ridge Rd., Cane Ridge, TN 37013: Tel: 615-941-3152 
Email: turtledon@hotmail.com 

James M. Taylor, 4 Tangle Tree Lane, Savannah, GA 31411-2604: Tel: 912-598-0693 
Email: drivingiron@earthlink.net

Jon D. Turner, 2338 Bryson Road, Ardmore, TN 38449: Tel: 931-468-2051
Email: jdtatl@gmail.com

Jim Vargo, P. O. Box 97, Mishawaka, IN 46546-0097: Tel: 574-255-4492
Email: varlepski@aol.com

Kelly Vowels, 2000 W. Sandstone Ct., bardstown, KY 40004-9054: Tel: 502-921-1512
Email: kmvowels@windstream.net

Reed A. Watkins, 11510 Rokeby Ave., Kensignton, MD 20895-1049: Tel: 410-928-5739 
Email: rwatkins@intercom.net

James R. Wiker, 20240 Big Oak Ave., Greenview, IL 62642: Tel: 217-968-1721
Email: papaipema@aol.com

Donald J. Wright, 3349 Morrison Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45220-1430: Tel: 513-961-8316 
Email: wrightdj@fuse.net

Charles Wright, 65 Springhill Rd., Frankfort, KY 40601-9211: 
Email: hiddenspring@earthlink.net

****************************************************************************
                                                                                    

NEWSLETTER UP-DATE
The winter of 2013/2014 was brutally cold. Although your
Editor attempted to collect winter moths with bait traps. I
had virtually no success. The weather for the  spring field
meeting was warm, however season was about two weeks
late. 

This issue of the Newsletter is late, the latest I have ever
been. There are a number of reasons, however, I have been
extremely busy with life and the faster I went, the  the later
I became!!

Vol. 40 No# 2 will be on time. 

Please remember The Butterfly Festival in Oak Grove on
27 September 2014. If you can participate, we need
displays of specimens. We also need members who can
answer basic butterfly and moth questions and help
promote the Society. The Society of Kentucky
Lepidopterists need a good presnece at the festival. And
yes, your Editor buys dinner after it is all over!!

Your Editor needs material for the newsletter, articles of
any size, photographs of Lepidoptera and Lepidopterists.
Are you traveling this summer. Let us hear about your
adventures. 

Does anyone other than Tom Payne have a Catocala
Collector Device? Earlier this year your Editor sent an

email to the membership with Tom’s video posted on
Insectnet.com. This is the link: http://insectnet.
proboards.com/thread/5208/tree-tapping-catocalas. 

It is a very informative and entertaining video. If you
have not seen it, take a look. If you have a similar
device, please share it with us.


