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FAL FIELD MEETING TO BE LABOR DAY . THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC FIELD TRIP

WEEKEND

¢

IN AN EFFORT TO GET SOME OF THE EARLY
FALL BUTTERFLIES IN FRESHER CONDITION
AND TO ATTRACT SOME OF YOU NET-SWING-
ERS FROM AFAR TO OUR FALL GET-TOGETH-
ER, WE ARE PLANNING IT FOR THE LABOR
DAY WEEKEND, SEPT. 4-b, 1981, BmILL
BLACK AND HIS WIFE NAMCY HAVE AGAIN
INVITED US TO CAMP IN THEIR BACK
FIELD, WE WILL GATHER FRIDAY NIGHT
AND DO SOME LOCAL MOTH COLLECTING AND
PLANNING FOR NEXT MORNING, THOSE WHO
ARRIVE SATURDAY MORNING CAN MEET US

BETWEEN. 9 AND_10 A.M. AT THE HOLIDAY
19@11% PADUCAH. Wr WILL THEN GO TO

CROUNIS OF GRAVES

SHOULD

TAKE SUCH GEMS AS POANES YEHL,
DION, PANOQUINA OCOLA, LETHE CREOLA,
APPALACHIA. L. PORTLANDIA MISSARK-
AE, ZERENE CESONIA, AND OTHER §P
SEVERAL CATOCALA SPP., ARE ALSQ 600D
RETS, SLCM AS L« MﬁRMORAfA! SEVERAL

: WERE TAKEN

ON THIS TRIP Lﬂur YLNRH

so- plan now to attend. For information
on how to get there, motels if you wish not
to camp, and other particulars can be had
from Loran Gibson {phone AC 606 - 371-3455;
address: 30 Russell St., Florence,
Bi1l Black's address is Rt.

6, Clinton Road,

Paducah, Ky. 4200. His phone, AC 502 ~ 554-
1938,  PLEASE LET LORAN KNOW TF YOU ARE
POM[NU A caokout is p1anr°d for odt night

In d11 a gyaﬂd tsnﬂ is-planned, and we very
much want vou to join us. Remember that
Paducah 1s in the Central Time Zone.

EUPHYE:

ol

Ky.41042) .

On June 21 about 70 Tepidopterists and kin

met at Miami International Airport to fly

to the Dominican Republic for a week of
collecting. The "Emmel Flying Circus,"
prompted by the terrific interest in the
Ecuador trip of 1980, inciuded the follow-
ing members of the Kentucky Lepidopterists:
Dave Ahrenholz, Brett Barrett, Dave Bige-
Tow, Chartie Covell, Irv Finkelstein,

Tom Emmel, Pete Knudsen, Jim and Mary Lou
Merritt, Stan Nicolay, Mike and Debbie
M(Ipnws, and Chuck and JoAnn Zeiger. UWe
got off the ground almost on time, and soon
walked out into the muggy heat of the Santo
Domingo airport. Customs were cieared with-
out difficulty, and we got into 4 red-and-
white minibus vehicles, ready to drive the

S

¥z hour trip to the mountain town of Jaraba-

woa, where we were to spend most of our
time., Alas, some baggage was mussanJ, 80
we waited over an hour to get off. Finally

heading out, we passed through the crowded
streets of Santo Domingc, where massive
churches, buildings and fortress remnants
appeared among the more modern buildings.
Finally out in the country, darkness over-
took us, and soon we had to stop for one
bus which had a short in its headlight wir-
ing. After this delay we moved on, when
another bus lost its lights. A cop pulled
it over, and we ended up man-handling the
Tuggage into another bus, and boarding a
targe bus sent down to get us. At about
midnight we got to the Hotel Pinar Dorado
in Jarabacoa (see A on map), where a Latin-
style band welcomed us. We had a late din-
ner of fried chicken "peglegs," salad,
bean and rice dish, fried plantains and
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candied orange or guava for dessert. Mighty

good after the long trek. And the Presidente
(eﬁyg___(beer): delicious, though overpriced
at the hotel. Well, the baggage for some of
us did not arrive until morning but that was
all right. After a good breakfast we met Dr.
Luis Merion, physician from Santo Domingo and

only D.R. member of the Lepidopterists' Soc.
He directed our cavalcade of buses to Santtago

desert habitats (about where the first N in
Dominican is in the above map), where we took
some Siproeta stelenes and Hamadryas februa
(Haitian Cracker) at rotting mangoes under a
big mango tree. I found a good hairstreak
Jpot whave [ took Electrostrymon angelia,
%fryﬂOP columella, and a very similar species
lai mi oh* %0 S. ggg’Salnts On the way down
the first of our several
: . Lo EdyaCaﬂcbq a Jmﬁli town at the foot
aof the mountains a few mi
We saw {and 2 few caught) the Fast,
and equally beautiful Prepona amn1wine My
orizes at that spot included 2 big skippers:
the Cuban Giant Blue Skipper, Astraptes habana,
and the Great Tawny Skipper, Pyrrhocalles ant-
June Z22nd was a very QL“CF%SfU] day,

elusive,

Taua,

AR

graphs made by those who came Ser photugraphyg

While the whole crowd went on that first
trip, we signed up the evening bhefore for

3-4 d fferent options on succeeding days. On
the 23rd 1 was in charge of a busfull heading
dp into the mountains to a small hamlet calle
Manobao, The dirt road was rough, and several
bridges had washed away in the hurricane 2
years before. The repairs were rustic and
passage was sometimes precarious. We ,Loppéd
several places up the mountain, bn‘?w ting ma-
ny Calisto (small brown ringlet-like Satyridae;
not sure yet of spp.} and getting some swings
@ﬁ the big swallowzails such s Papilio arist-
odemus, machaeonides, and androgeus (which oc-
curred around the hotel, so some staved there
all day). Up at the Junmii I got away into
a banara plantation mostly still a field be-

Tes novrth of Jarabacoa,
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Lhe plants were small, and woods along
where T saw the False Fritillary
r Fa se rrzt13]ary (Anetia panth-

. briarea), and took Anartia
“the first time. After a couple
| of be@rs in Manobao, we headed home, with a
stop to visit a beautiful waterfall about a
mite up the trail from the road.

On the 24th my bus went back to Bayacanes
where things had looked promising. I had
the "help" of a teenaged Dominican, who
I wanted only to lead me to the "mariposas
grandes.” However, he wanted to do the
catching - a problem where language is a
barrier. Our group recorded these butterfly
species there that day: Papilio pelaus, P.
aristodemus, P. machaonides, P. androgeus;
Danaus piexippus, D. gilippus, Lycorea ceres;
Baftu“ pO?ydama%, Calisto sp., Prepona amph-

toe, Anartia jatrephae, Junon:a evarete,
Fo]obura dirce, tuptoieta hegesia, Phoebis
sennae, P. argante, P. philea, Dryas julia,
Heliconius charitonius, Agraulis vanillae,
Hdmaarya> februa, Eurema pyro, Dismorpnhia
spio, Melete salacia, Leptotes ceraunus
Allosmaitia coelebs, Marpesia chiron, A,tra~
ptes hsbana, Chiodes ixion (7), Urbanys dor-
antes. U. proteus, Proteides mercurius,
Achylodes thraso, Pyrrhocalles antigua, _
Lerodea eufala, Pdnuqulru sp., Pyrgus oileus, -
Astraptes talus, and Cabares potrillo. Also
a sma!? hatrstreak sp. or 2 were taken by
Andy Brower, but I don't have their ident-
ifications to relate. Not a bad day!

)

Buring these 2 days, other groups-went to
the Constanza area where the only colony
of the only Ithomiidae in Hispaniola was
collected (Greta diaphana), or to the nearby
Bamboo Hole Canyon leading to a fovely water-
fall. Reports by each group were made after
dinner at an evening program session. At
those evening programs talks were given, too.
Stan Nicolay talked on taxonomy of the genus
Steymon, and illustrated it well with slides.
[ gave a slide show and talk on the Ecuador
trip of 1980 (Group 1). On a later evening
Dave Ahrenholz showed us some of his extrem-
ely detailed, sharp slides of butterflies
(some of which can be seen in Bob Pyle's
new Audubon Soc.’ Field Guide to Butterflies
of N. America). Other evening programs in-
cTuded a briefing on area butterflies the
first night by Tom Emmel, a slide program on
{(page 3)
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butterflies in general by Dave Bigelow, and
some great picking and singing by Andy Beck

who had also been in our group in Ecuador.

The 25th saw us all (except Irv and abou
13 others) get back in those infernal buse
and head northeast te the coast. We had 2
nights' reservations at Las Terrenas (L on
the map. pg. 2). and stopped in Nagua (B on
map) at Junchtime for some collecting along
a Tovely palm-edged beach. Large sulphurs
wore flying southwestward along the beach,
and lppvdoptpr:;te were \1ned up for several
hundred yards, swinging at them as they
ran the gauntlet. My best catch there was.
the ltarge yellow Anteos maesrula, but the
Phoebis sennae, argante, and Kricogonia ly-
side were abundant, too. Several Eurema spp.
taken here and other places have vet to be
identified. From here we went over rough
mountains to Las Terrenas, where we were
glad to settle into comfortable cabins and
nead for the beach. Snorkeling gear was
available at the 1ittle palm-thatched beach
bar, and the reef 1ife made for a wonderful
extra experience. Moth collecting at night
was rather poor, and the electricity kept
going off and on; but the dining was in a
big open-sided building and the food was good
enough for a pieasant evening. Next day I
went with one group back up the mountainous
road for some coilecting amid the homes of
some of the local peopie. Naked young chil-
dren followed us about. Preponas were tak-
en, but not by vours truly (who was beginning
to feel snake-bit regarding tnaf prize).

Also we got Battus polydamas, the other Pap-
111un‘dQ5 gther species reported in the oth-
er area (not much change in fauna from shovre
to mountains, with a few exceptions). Rot-
ten mangoes were attractive to some good spp.
A very few hairstreaks were taken. That
night 1 put ry moth light out away from the
hotel area, and Andx Brower, his dad Lincoln
Brower, and Dave Bigelow We got
quite a few moths, 1nc1udeng the b1g Sphing-
id, Cocytius antaeus, and many others of
lesser size. I was happy to get some Geo-
metiridae for my research in that family,
though I was generally disappointed in the
small number of species in that family I saw
during the trip (Lcuador was much better).

[Ss I

Nesgz 7“‘/" 7'I?L’ ]
celida (Lufa.':?)
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On June 27th a few of us went together to
the hills above the Las Terrenas resort, and
I had my first experience collecting several
more beauties: Colobura dirce, Eunica monima,
Lucinia sida, Nes tostrymon celida, and Allos-
maitia coelebs. Pyrgus crisia and pileus were
among the skippers there. After this very
not and humid morning, we packed up to return
to Jarabacoa, arriving for dinner. There
were 2 f1af tires to siow us, but by now we
were ysed to these fhings.

The 28th was our last day, so I went to
the fabled Bamboo Hole Canyon area, a place
where a waterfall had once (before the hurri-
cane) been adorned with a fine stand of
hamboo.  Daye Ahrennolz and T spent most of
the day getting from the hotel to the water-
fall, and did not collect there, but at a
riverside spot and hillside on the way.

e took lots of pictures, and I added ihe
following butterflies to my list of captures:
Papilio androgeus and aristodemus, Phoebis
Dh11ea, burema pyro, E. dina, D/namlne

Calisto and sk1ppers await “determination

bcfore They can be listed. And es, [ got my

ﬁona an the way back, with % . an rogeus.
off for Santo Uomlngo at about——

4:30 A,M“

on 29 June, and rode those bumpy
roads for the last time through the early
dawn. My last capture was a sphingid,
Protambulyx strigilis taken in La Vega,
we made a short stop. In Santo Domingo
we were early for our 12:30 flight, and some
of us got a short visit to the market-place
to look for amber and other gift items. We
has feared the air controllers’ strike would
maroon us.in the D.R., but fortunately we
all got home safely (at Teast to Miami). No
problem bringing our prizes through customs,
as far as I knew.

where

There are many specimens to spread and
identify, and I hope some interesting new
captures were made. One skipper, from the
Las Terrenas area, appears to be a Euphyes
sp. not reported from the island heretofore.
More on that when it is verified.

1 hope others in our group can make ore
of these neotropical trips, since they are
life-time experiences. I am waiting to hear
a report from the Mexico contingent; hope all
went well, and that hunting was good. I hear
that Ecuador has now told the SIL to get out
bv next May, and will not let specimens be
removed from the country. 5o go when you. can.

' A
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NEWS AND NOTES

DUES NOTICE: Blaine Early, our Treasurer, notes that we have ahout $287 in the Treasury.
PLEASE send your dues to him now: $3 for regular membership, $1.50 for Assoc.
I hope you will help us build the treasury back up by paying for Regular Memb-
ership if you feel you can swing it. Many thanks. Full report at Ann. Meeting.

NEW MEMBERS: J. P. Kﬂggwggj 617 Macon Piace, Raleigh, N.C. 27609. Pete is an old friend of

vour editor's, dating to undergrad days (mine) at U.N.C. He is interested in
butterfly colle scting anywhere, and is active again after years in diapause.

G”m_}hukhgﬂc 3813 Hycliffe Ave., Louisville, Ky. 40207. Gene is a graduate

student at the Dept. of Anatomy in our medical school, and recently graduated
sron the Biology Dept. His interest in insects is developing fast
Dr. Lee Townsend, Dept. of Entomology, Univ. of Ky., Lexington, Ky. 40506.
Lee 1s replacing Phil Sloderbeck as our “man at U.K. Entomology Dept.™

NEW ADDRESS: Richard Kiopshinske, P.0. Box 625; Olathe, Colorado 81425 {formeriy Paonia, Co.)

Mol BODK: Bob byle's Audubon Society Field Suide to N. American Butterflies is now at
Tiner bookstores and nature centers for $11.95. Chock full of photos (2 by
your editor; many more by Dave Ahrenholz, Kar8lis Bagdonas, Paul Opler,

Bob Py?e, Steve Roman, and Ray Scanfmrd) A fine book; and a MUST!
NEW STATE RECORD Carl Cornett took 2 Abrostola ovalis Guenée at Natural Bridge State Park,
July 7 and 9 (2 specimens) (Noctuidae). State List now: 1,988 species.

(Also 1 have verified that he does indeed have Lytrosis sinucsa Rindge
from Pine Mountain State Park, collected 9 June, 1981 - a great catch!

[DEA FOR ANNUAL MEETING: I will set up an identification test of N. American butterflies
GNNUAL 7o . Tor anyone to take, if anyone will donate a prize, Let me know if interested.
Yoy, £.7r Specimens will be numbered, and contestants will have to know scientific names.

BOOK PUBLICATIONS: Memoirs #2 should be here for ma111nq any day now. The Moths of America

‘werk]t st of NLA. 1eo1dnpt9ya is in press, due out Tate this year. The Rocky

Mountain Butterflies is also in press, due out socon. Which one will be Tirst?

NEWS & FEATURES NEEDED: Please send me notes on field trips, short articles, cartoons, or
anything suitable for passing on to our ro11€aqueJa THTS 15 YOUR NEWSLETTER!

33 that he has been 111, but Pat Conway and George Balogn
hava new nut for Hesperia c'toe Al h1qnna3 B. 3@!1nngﬁ S. idalia, A lyc-
s, & other spp. in west-central T177m They are finishing a bookTet on

ltﬂrf;apx from_that ares
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